QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM JOEL (1/15/22) 1
Q: If, when treating a patient, the patient passes over, is that our lack of demonstration
or is that the Father’s will?
A: Passing on is never the Father’s will—that is, in the sense of passing on from disease.
Thank you for that question and it’s a wonderful one.
There is a time when each one of us will pass from the human scene. That is part of our spiritual
progression. God never meant that we should be born and stay babies, and therefore in the
natural course of spiritual evolution, we became children. But as delightful as childhood days
might be, God never intended that we stay children forever. And so in the normal, natural,
spiritual evolution, we became adults, and we became parents, but—and I’m sure grandmothers
are not going to agree with me on this—God did not intend that we should be forever parents, or
even vicarious parents or grandparents, but that we should progress spiritually above
parenthood into the next state of spiritual unfoldment. And it is for that reason that the power to
bear children is taken from us, because just as it was given to us as part of our development
and unfoldment, so it is taken from us as a continuing experience of spiritual development and
unfoldment so that we can stop that particular period of our experience and go on to something
higher and better.
Now, those people who have not fought against not being parents again, or grandparents again,
but have been willing to open themselves to spiritual development, have found that there is a life
in the late middle years, which begins in late middle years, which far transcends in beauty
anything that they ever knew as a child or as a parent. It is a state of spiritual development of
which the human mind cannot even grasp. There are faculties developed that human beings
never even know, don’t even know exist. There are spiritual delights which the human mind can
never even encompass with all that it thinks it knows of pleasures. There are visions of man’s
transcendental nature which are almost impossible to accept until it is experienced.
Now then, as we progress from one state of spiritual development to another, just as our bodies
have changed from infancy to childhood, childhood to puberty, and through child-bearing days,
right on through menopause and the stopping of that particular function, so it continues to
progress—the body I’m talking about—in ever freer, new sensations, vitalities, joys, and in the
natural course of events, will pass from visible sight, as did the Master at the ascension. Now,
the experience of the Master was primarily a change of inner consciousness, an ascending
consciousness, until it ascended so high that it disappeared from human view. And so the day
will come when that will happen to us.
Now, whether or not it takes place as it did with Elijah in seemingly mounting up on a cloud and
disappearing from sight, leaving only a cloak behind, or whether it takes place as an ascension
of the soul and may leave a body somewhere in a tomb, that is of relatively little importance for
this reason: You have all trimmed your fingernails and your toenails, and now if you’ll think of it,
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ask yourself where they are now. And you don’t know, and you little care—probably in a
furnace somewhere. You’ve all had your hair trimmed, and you can’t remember now where that
hair is, or what’s become of it. Probably burned up in a furnace, but you don’t care. And the
reason is that these nails and this hair are not a part of you and never were. They were only a
part of your body, but you go right on forever, no matter what they do.
In the same way, every day of our lives our skin is sloughing off. You little know what happens
to the skin of yesterday, except that it isn’t here today. And so it will be that eventually we will let
our whole body go, and it will be of no concern to us whether they throw it in the furnace or bury
it in the ground or just throw it in the ocean, for the simple reason that it will not be a part of us,
as it really isn’t. It is only a part of us as a utility, something to walk around in. But you can trim
these nails, you can let this skin slough off, you can cut this hair—as a matter of fact you can cut
hands off, or legs off, or feet off, or do anything you like, and I still go on.
And so you learn, as I have witnessed in the experience of several friends, that the day comes
when you just turn around and say “I am on my way. My time has come for higher unfoldment.”
And you walk out, and then your friends have a funeral service, but it’s of no importance to you
any more than if they held a funeral service over the hair that the barber cut off.
Now, it is possible that we can transcend that and leave only a cloak? You remember Elijah’s
cloak? Elisha wanted to be the great spiritual leader that Elijah was and spoke to him about it.
But Elijah says, like every spiritual teacher has to say, “I can’t make you spiritual. That is
something that takes place in your own consciousness. But if, when I ascend, you see my
cloak—you see me rise out of sight—then my cloak will fall on you, and you will have the same
consciousness that I had.” And lo and behold! Elisha did witness Elijah rise up on a cloud, and
the cloak did fall upon him. Well now, that cloak is just as symbolic as our body. Nobody’s going
to inherit our bodies, and nobody inherits our cloak, but they can inherit our state of
consciousness if they apprehend our state of consciousness.
Now, Peter apprehended the Master, “Whom do men say that I am?” “Oh! a Hebrew prophet
resurrected.” “Whom do ye say that I am?” and Peter says, “Ah, I see you. Thou art the Christ.”
Yes, you see Peter apprehended the nature of the Master and thereby he was enabled to, you
might say, wear the cloak of the Master; in other words, develop that same spiritual
consciousness.
All right, whether or not we leave this scene by just saying, “Well, friends my time is here, I’m
leaving you. Goodbye,” and then walk out and you have the service, or whether I carry it on up
with me is of no importance. The day is coming when I’m going to disappear—and so are you—
from visible sight. And it may be that in our present unfoldment and for the good of the world at
large, it may even be a better thing that we leave a body for burial and not have the world
running around looking for us, claiming our students faked something for a good purpose.
Now, that covers the subject of a continuing, expanding, and ascending consciousness that
ultimately disappears from the human scene, but it does not account for death through disease.
Death through disease most usually is the result of our individual failure to comprehend life—not
necessarily the practitioner’s fault, for this reason: Nobody ever passes on without first giving
their consent. No one. It’s an impossibility. Everybody has to first, within themselves, give their
consent, and they don’t always do it so that you know it. Very few people want to tell you that
they’re ready to depart this earth, that they’ve had enough, but most people who do get ready
for that stuff have had enough. They’ve either had enough of family burdens or
misunderstandings, or they have had enough of fearing lack or limitation, or they are beginning
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to feel the pull of an aged body and are a little bit weary of dragging it around, or
discouragement comes in because they’re not making some other demonstration.
But you will find that even if it’s a child—even if it’s a child—they feel that their own time has
come. I know of an eight-year-old child who was passing on from leukemia, and when its mother
sat by it grieving, turned around and said, “Mother please don’t grieve. I finished my work on
earth, and I’m going home.” That child, even at eight, had come to a conviction that its work was
done, whatever it thought its work may have been, and it may have been so.
Now, the point for us to remember is this: As practitioners, it is up to us to be as consecrated
and devoted as we can with every case that is entrusted to us, but not to feel a personal
responsibility in the sense that we can stop everybody from passing on, because we can’t. They
have the decision in the final analysis within themselves, as to whether or not they want to stand
and fight or retreat into a shell that they will call passing on.
And so it is that—and I’m speaking to you now from my own personal experience—I approach
every case as if it were given to me to save this patient, as if it were given to me to keep this life
here on earth. But in those experiences where that has not happened, then I have accepted it
as being beyond my individual capacity to know more, and probably within the range of the
patient’s capacity to take themselves off.
Now, there may possibly be times when a case that I’m losing, some other practitioner could
pick up and win. That may be, and the only way we’d ever have of knowing that is if it actually
happens. You see? And that is a question I doubt if any of us are ever going to satisfactorily
answer. Certain it is that many cases the disciples could not heal, the Master did. Certain it is,
many cases many practitioners could not meet, I have. And certain it is there may have been
those I could not meet, that had the right practitioner come along, they may have been met. But
I have no way of knowing that. I only know that in those cases where there was a passing, I
have stood fast with the highest that I had and beyond that I couldn’t go.
But never accept death as God’s will, because that is going back into old theology again.
Anything they can‘t understand, that must be “God’s will.” You see? And if we take an attitude
like that, we’re just not going to save our patients. You see? God’s will is life eternal. That must
be our standpoint. Do you see? Then, since passing on isn’t really death, if somebody here and
there decides they do want to go on and soon, well they’re going to start all over again anyhow.
It’s not really death. It’s just another phase of life, and so it isn’t any final tragedy. Is that clear?
Accept the full responsibility for healing, but your experience will prove that you cannot save
every case, and I’ve also seen this in the healing work. I had a secretary whose mother passed
on in a stroke at seventy-nine years of age, and the brother just happened to walk in about five
minutes after his mother had passed on and called my office, and in twenty-five minutes that
mother was back on earth again. Now, that mother lived to be eighty-five, but at no time to that
eighty-five did she stop blaming me for her being on earth, because she didn’t want to be here.
Do you see? And not only that, but she kept telling her daughter, “I’ll fool him one of these days.
He won’t let me go but when he’s away, I’ll go.” And when I moved to California, that woman
passed on the very next week.

